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Market Hill 

Maldon CM9 4PZ  

Email: friendsofplumelibrary@outlook.com 
                                                                                                                                                                           April 2020 

Dear Friend, 

 

I am writing to up-date you since the newsletter of last November at a time when the Library is closed for 

several months at least, due to the coronavirus crisis. 

 

In the last few weeks all our planning has been overtaken by this crisis and my news is that we will not be 

meeting face to face in May for our AGM. Rather than postpone it, your committee has decided to hold the 

AGM by post and email. You will find enclosed/attached herewith the Agenda for 16th May 2020, the minutes 

of our last AGM held on 17th May 2019, the Annual Report, a summary of the Accounts for the financial year 

ending 31st March 2020 and last but not least the annual Subscription form. With a few exceptions, the 

Minutes are not included in the postal envelopes but will be available to view on the Friends page of the 

Plume Library website at www.thomasplumeslibrary.co.uk together with the full Annual Accounts. The latter 

will be added when they have been returned by our Independent Examiner, David Sage. 

 

The committee will assume your agreement to the minutes of the meeting of 17th May 2019, the 

adoption of the Accounts, the Annual Report and the election of the honorary officers and 

committee if we do not hear from you to the contrary by 16th May 2020. It will be helpful if any 

representations to the committee can be made as soon as possible. 

 

I am sorry to have to inform you that the ceiling in the Library room is badly in need of complete 

reconstruction and this will be a massive job, with the books having to be removed to store for several 

months at least whilst the work is carried out. Many of you will be aware that the Plume building is owned by 

Maldon Town Council and the Trustees and the Librarian are working closely with them. The main emphasis 

at present is on fund-raising because the works will cost in the order of £100,000. Helen Kemp has 

implemented a Sponsor a Shelf scheme and many thanks to all of you who have already contributed 

generously towards this project. Details of this scheme are on the Plume Library website and all further 

contributions will, of course, be very gratefully received. 

 

The staff continue to be very busy in promoting the Library and in enabling access. In March, Paula 

Thomson, our Assistant Librarian, gave an assembly at Wentworth School to tell them about the ceiling 

restoration and fund-raising. They had a silver coin collection for us. The visits of the whole of Year 8 of the 

Plume Academy took place as planned, with some 270 pupils visiting. Ten stewards from the Friends very 

kindly helped welcome the students and teachers to the Library, answering their questions and talking about 

the many 16th and 17th century books on display.There was also a group visit of eight Year 12 students from the 

Plume Academy and the William de Ferrers School, led by Mr Scott Mandelbrote who is Fellow and Tutor of 

Peterhouse College, Cambridge. A student from William de Ferrers School has asked to do a week of work 

experience in the Plume Library and the Maeldune Centre in July. This is being explored but the placement 

will of course depend on events. 

 

Plans were being made for an exhibition in April of books purchased by the Friends and the Trustees and also 

for our participation in Maldon History Week in May which was to have had a maritime theme but sadly 

these will now have to be put on hold. The planned outing to Westminster Abbey Library in July has also 

been cancelled but hopefully can be rebooked for July next year.  The Library Open Day and the Friends ‘Tea 

http://www.thomasplumeslibrary.co.uk/


in the Garden’ event could possibly go ahead if the lock down/social distancing regime looks likely to have 

been lifted by Saturday September 12th.  We will also hope that we are able to go ahead with the Quiz in 

February 2021 but the next newsletter which will be sent out in November will provide an update on this. 

 

The Plume Lecture in November 2019 was given very successfully to a packed hall by Neil Pearson in the form 

of a Question and Answer session with James Bettley. Neil has been a book collector for many years with a 

particular interest in the Olympia Press. The retiring collection raised £400 for the Library. 

 

The Quiz Night was held very successfully in the Town Hall at the end of February being attended by 80+ 

Friends and their friends and raised over £880 for our funds. The popular game ‘Heads and Tails’ raised £74 

and was won by Erica Wylie who promptly donated her share back to the Friends. 

 

The Friends have funded a new computer and the reprinting of a new stock of leaflets for the Library and 

agreed to fund the restoration of a pamphlet entitled The Queen’s Daughters in India. The have also funded 

the purchase of the Library’s original copy of The Answer of the New Converts of France, (1668), when it 

turned up in California. The bookseller kindly gave us a discount upon learning that it had originally 

belonged to us! Also funded were Thomas Barlow, Treason: with a discourse on the manner of its discovery, 

(1679) and Edward Brown, A Brief Account of Some Travels in Divers Parts of Europe…with some observations 

on the gold, silver, copper, quicksilver mines and the baths and mineral waters (London for Benj. Tooke, 1685) 

 

As you can see, our ancient Library is in great need on a number of fronts. This is, of course, a very difficult 

time for all of us but we hope that you will feel able to continue to support this very good cause.   

Meanwhile, keep well and safe, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Tony Doe 

(on behalf of the Trustees of the Friends of Thomas Plume’s Library) 

 

 

 

 


