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Thirty-Second Annual General Meeting of the Friends (which is also the sixteenth Annual General Meeting of 

the Charity) at 7.30 pm on Friday 17th May 2019, at the D’Arcy room, All Saint’s Church, Maldon 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Lyn and John Almond, Clare and Alan Dobie, Sue and Malcolm Edward, Patricia Herrmann, Maureen 

Scollan, Patricia and Alastair Stewart, and Lord Wakenham. 

 

2. Minutes of the last AGM on 19th May 2018 

All committee members agreed that the Chairman should sign the minutes as correct. 

 

3. Matters arising 

No matters arising. 

 

4. Annual report by the Chairman of the Friends on the past year 

The Chairman reported that the Friends had bought two books in the financial year to replace Plume’s lost 

copies: William Turner’s A New Herball (1551) and Christiaan Huygens, The Celestial Worlds Discovered 

(1698). We have also funded the purchase of a new computer for the library and contributed towards the cost 

of new window blinds. We had an outing to the Bodleian Library in Oxford in September, and during the 

same week we hosted our “Tea in the Garden” in conjunction with Heritage Open Day. Many Friends helped 

out in various ways, which made this event very successful, raising nearly £700. Next came the year 8 visits 

from the Plume School. The students completed a project about what they had learned, and we awarded prizes 

for the best ones. Our finale was the Quiz Evening which was a great success and raised £1,354.65. The 

Chairman offered thanks to the committee members and the Friends who have helped make these events a 

success. 

 

5. Presentation on the accounts and report of the Hon Treasurer (Janis Croom) 

Income from subscriptions and donations came to £2731 and income from fundraising events came to £3384. 

Gift aid amounting to £430 arrived late. The main expenditure was for two books (£4875), a computer 

(£608.98), and the blinds (£1,314). This leaves the Friends with a balance of £7752.97, which is considered 

healthy. 

 

6. Appointment of Independent Examiner 

David Sage is willing to continue to be the independent examiner. All present approved. 

 

7. Report on membership in the year ended 31st March 2019 

We now have 157 members. Tony Doe proposed a vote of thanks for Mary Wells the membership secretary. 

 

8. Election of Honorary Officers 

The three honorary officers were all willing to continue (Chairman: Helen Kemp, Treasurer: Janis Croom and 

Secretary: Tony Doe). Proposed by Sue Swaffin Smith and seconded by Jack Whinney. All present agreed. 

 

9. Election of Committee 

The current committee members (Dido Arthur, Al Brown, Sue Edward, Sue Swaffin-Smith and Mary Wells) 

were all willing to continue. Proposed by Janis Croom and seconded by Sarah Dignasse. A request was made 

for potential new committee members to come forward. 

 

10. Resolutions proposed by members 

No resolutions had been received. 

 

Following the meeting an interesting talk was given by Dr Anna Reynolds on the historical use of waste 

paper, which in the past was a valuable resource. 


