THE FRIENDS OF THOMAS PLUME’S LIBRARY
Registered Charity No. 1098311
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2026

This is the annual report from the Committee to the 39th Annual General Meeting of the Friends and 23rd Annual General Meeting of the Charity as required by our constitution. The objects of the Friends are to advance the education of the public in Maldon and the surrounding areas by providing support and assistance to Thomas Plume’s Library (Registered Charity number 1179957) through activities and projects and in such other ways as the Executive Committee may from time to time determine.  In planning our activities, the Trustees have kept in mind the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit.

Membership of the Friends now stands at 120, each paying a subscription of £5, supplemented by generous donations. We are very grateful to members of the Friends and The Arts Society Blackwater who continue to help in the Library with cleaning of books and fitting book shoes. This work is vital to the maintenance of the Library. We would also like to thank the Friends who have made individual donations to the Library, to support the running costs via the new regular giving scheme and other one-off donations for book conservation, fundraising merchandise and equipment, fixtures and fittings. 

 We are also grateful to members of the Friends who assist as stewards for the school visits to the Library by pupils at The Plume Academy and on the annual Heritage Open Day in September.

The Friends were pleased to be able to arrange a full programme of events and fundraising in the year ended 31st March 2026. 
The 2025 AGM was held on 17th May 2025 in the D’Arcy Room at All Saints’ Church in Maldon. At the AGM, no nominations were received for the post of Chairman, which had been vacant since the 2021 AGM. As a result, committee meetings have continued to be chaired by members of the committee, on a rotating basis. All committee members were re-elected. After the end of the AGM, we enjoyed an interesting talk by Camilla Herrmann, daughter of Patricia and Frank Herrmann, about the 2024 sailing trip round the coast of Britain which she undertook in memory of her late husband Sam Brown.
On 30th June 2025 a group of 21 Friends visited Milton’s Cottage in Chalfont St Giles, and then went on to the nearby Jordans Quaker Meeting House. The curator at Milton’s Cottage told us something about Milton’s life and explained that Milton had lived in the cottage during 1665, having left London to escape the plague. While living there he had completed the writing of his masterpiece, Paradise Lost. We were able to see a collection of Milton’s books and other documents, and then, on a very hot summer’s day, some us enjoyed the shade in the pretty cottage garden, while others visited a local hostelry. After lunch we went onto Jordans Quaker Meeting House, where we were made very welcome by members of the church. We were shown the graves of William Penn and other members of the Penn family in the Burial Ground and then went into the church for a talk on the history of the Quakers in the local area.
The Plume Library was open on Saturday 13th September 2025 for the Heritage weekend.  The Library had a special exhibition throughout September about various aspects of architecture.  The Friends helped with stewarding and also ran a second-hand bookstall in the churchyard which raised £267. 138 people visited the Library during the day.  Many thanks to all those Friends who donated books, helped with the bookstall or acted as stewards on that day. 
We held our annual quiz at Maldon Town Hall on 7th February 2026. Unfortunately, fewer teams entered than in recent years but all those present enjoyed Frank Garcia’s entertaining and challenging questions. The quiz raised £701 for the Friends. We are grateful to Cllr Andrew Lay for nominating the Friends as one of the charities given use of the Maldon Town Hall without charge this year.  
We were able to purchase 4 books for Thomas Plume’s Library during the year to replace those on the ‘missing list’. A further 3 books were bought with the generous assistance of the Friends of the Nation’s Libraries. These books are listed at the end of the report

The Committee (Trustees) has met four times during the year. We are grateful to all members of the Committee for their help and support during the year.

The Trustees of the Charity for the year 2025-26 were:
Susan Swaffin-Smith 
Janis Elizabeth Croom (Hon. Treasurer and Charity Commission Correspondent)
Diana June Arthur
Sheila Bates
Alan Louis Brown
Susan Jean Edward
Malcolm Neil Edward
Francis Garcia
Rachel Wood

Committee meetings have been chaired in rotation by Rachel Wood, Malcolm Edward and Dido Arthur.


The principal address of the Charity is that of the Correspondent, Mrs Janis Croom, 10 Blacksmiths Lane, Wickham Bishops, Witham, Essex CM8 3NR.

Janis Croom on behalf of the Committee
31st  March 2026


*****










List of books bought during 2025-26:

· June 2025-3 books
The Friends of Thomas Plume’s Library agreed to use their available funds to part-fund these books, with assistance from a grant from the Friends of the Nation’s Libraries. Subsequently the FNL very generously made a grant to cover the full cost.

Howell (James) A German Diet: or, the Balance of Europe, first edition, Printed for Humphrey Moses, 1653.		

Yorkshire. - Mineral Water. - Wittie (Robert) Scarbrough Spaw, or, A Description of the Nature and Vertues of the Spaw at Scarbrough in Yorkshire, first edition, for, and to be sold by Charles Taylor, 1660.		

Charles I.- Nalson (John) A True Copy of the Journal of the High Court of Justice, for the Tryal of K. Charles I. As it was read in the House of Commons..., H[enry]. C[larke]. for Thomas Dring, 1684.

Total cost of the 3 books £2,620.80

· October 2025
Thomas Scot: Philomythie or Philomythologie. wherin outlandish birds, beasts, and fishes, are taught to speake true English plainely [Part 1], [Printed by John Legatt] for Francis Constable at the white Lyon in Paules Church:yard,

Cost £279.40 

· December 2025
Joachim Camerarius : Symbolorum et Emblematum Centuriae Tres...Editio secunda, auctior & accuratior, 4 parts in 1, [Heidelberg], Gotthard Vögelin, 1605.

Cost £889.00

· January 2026
Plato. Opera Omnia..., Frankfurt, Claude de Marne and Johann Aubry, 1602.

Cost £635.00

· March 2026
Gassendi (Pierre) Institutio Astronomica ..., second edition, Jacob Flesher, 1653.

Cost £1,905.00




